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with the warlike and religious spirit the dominion over
human thought. Commercial Venice had now taken
her place with the feudal monarchies of Transalpine
Christendom, and with Kome the seat of ecclesiastical
Supremacy. A new power had arisen, which had wrested
the generalship and the direction of a Crusade from the
hands of the most mighty prelate who had filled the
chair of St. Peter, had calmly pursued her own way in
defiance of interdict, and only at her own convenient
time, and for her own ends, stooped to tardy submission
and apology.

Venice almost alone reaped the valuable harvest of
Advantages this great Crusade. Zara was the first step to
vSice. y her wide commercial empire; she had wisely
left the more imposing but precarious temporal sove-
reignty in Constantinople to her confederates; to them
she abandoned whatever kingdoms, principalities, or
baronial fiefs they might win upon the mainland; but
she seized on the islands of the Archipelago as her own*
Constantinople was not her seat of empire, but it was-
her central mart; the Emperor had to defend the walls
on the land side, the factories of Venice at Pera were
amply protected by her fleets. Wherever there was a
haven there waved the flag of St. Mark: the whole coast
and all the islands were studded with her mercantile
establishments.

Venice had been thwarted by the natural jealousy of
the Church, by the vigilance and authority of the Pope,
and by the defection of Morosini himself, her Patriarch,
ill her bold project of retaining in her own hands the
chief ecclesiastical dignity of the new Empire. It was
a remarkable part of the Venetian policy, that though
jealous of any overweening ecclesiastical authority at
home, within her own lagunes; abroad, in her colonies